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Good afternoon 

 

So the last day for home learning has arrived for most people. I am confident that there are a lot of grateful 

people! Thank you for the amazing support you have given your child. We are really looking forward to welcoming 

everyone back.  

 

To reassure everyone, the Governing Body have agreed the risk assessment and so all details in the parent 

information pack reflect everything in that document. I know that you received that earlier this week; it is also on 

the website under the Covid Consideration tab on the home page with an updated FAQ document. Do check 

those before calling the office with any queries; we are anticipating the office team to be incredibly busy during 

the first few days as full school business returns. 

 

In addition, please see page 2 of this newsletter with important information directly from the DfE for parents.  

 

All staff have received an extended staff information pack and the school is continuing to operate the twice 

weekly testing of Lateral Flow Testing. We have to date had 199 negative responses and no positive or void 

results, which is brilliant. Staff are excited, but have anxieties much the same as many of you. A number of staff 

have already had the first vaccine. As the vaccination process rolls out further staff may need to take time out at 

short notice to attend that appointment. This may mean that the classes may be covered by an alternative adult 

for a short time during the day but it is essential that we allow for this to take place as the staff are approached by 

their home surgeries. As you are aware school staff have not been prioritised, but called forward in age bands.  

 

Some of your children will be wildly excited, some mildly excited or some may be anxious. They have been away 

for eight school weeks, and longer from their friends. To support any anxieties, I know you will and probably have 

already, chatted to your child about how safe school is and has been; how some adults may wear masks but it 

does not mean they have Coronavirus or have had it, it just means they are being cautious. Please consider 

creating a separation plan if that is useful (as discussed in the assembly). Share with them that if their teacher is 

off, it does not mean that they are off with coronavirus either. There will be a big focus on pastoral support. Staff 

are primed, patient and alert to unusual or unexpected behaviours as we settling back into school routines. 

 

Finally, I am sorry to say, we have had a number of emails sharing their unhappiness about the amount of mixing 

outside of school, with an emphasis on crossing the legal boundaries; socialising with wine while the child plays 

without social distancing in the park has been mentioned a couple of times. Whilst this is completely out of my 

remit, I urge that we remain dedicated as a community to supporting the national effort. In addition, Kent police 

have asked us to share the attached letter which is particularly relevant to older children who walk to school by 

themselves and you may have seen an article yesterday Kent Police warns parents it won't allow kids to meet 

friends before and after school - Kent Live 

 

Have a great weekend with the knowledge that on Monday your children will be back in school. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs Candi Roberts & The Committed Claremont Team 

Claremont Primary School 

Newsletter 5th March 2021 

https://www.kentlive.news/news/kent-news/kent-police-warns-parents-wont-5066874
https://www.kentlive.news/news/kent-news/kent-police-warns-parents-wont-5066874
https://claremont.kent.sch.uk/


 
 

GOV.UK: 4th March 2021 

Asymptomatic testing information for parents and adults in 

households with children at school or college 

NHS Test and Trace announced earlier this week, that all adults in households with school and 

college age children without symptoms can now access regular rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) 

testing.  

 

Test kits can either be collected or ordered online, as set out below. You should not give test kits to 

parents, carers or household members and should not order more test kits for this purpose. 

Secondary school and college students will continue to access testing through their school or 

college.  

 

Please share the information below with your parent networks to help answer any questions they 

may have. 

Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. 

Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have 

symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare 

and support bubbles.  

 

Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or 

support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs 

of 7 tests 

 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing 

through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from mobiles 

and landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm. 

 

Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test.  

Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, 

washing hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital 

role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our everyday 

lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support with returning to school 

Whilst the general feeling about the return to school is one of great excitement, we  

are also aware that for some children this may also be causing some anxiety. The adults 

in school are all conscious of this and will be planning the first few weeks to ease the  

children back in and support their friendships and reintegration back into the classroom. 

If you feel your child is particularly anxious about returning, you may find it helpful to plan the first 

day back together: what they will need to wear and get ready; what the morning routine will be; 

what the timings of day are going to be; and how they will be coming in and returning from school. 

Mrs Roberts also spoke about some lovely ideas in her assembly on Tuesday that you might find help 

to ease the transition back to school. 

If we are able to support you in any way, please do contact your child’s class teacher or one of the 

Pastoral Leaders (please see details on the website under Children and Wellbeing).  

Miss James 

Some Reminders 

Chicken pox 

We would like to make all parents and carers aware that we have a child in school whose suppressed 

immune system means that the chicken pox virus can have significant implications for their health. If you 

suspect your child has chicken pox, please inform the school at the earliest opportunity. Also if you child 

has the chicken pox vaccine, please can you inform the school so that we can ensure that they do not 

come into contact with this particular child.  

________ 

School Meals Payments 

Please can we ask that all parents whose children have school dinners, take the time to check their child’s 

school dinner account using the School Gateway and top up their balances where appropriate. The cost 

for school dinners from the 8th March until the Easter holidays is £43.70 if your child is to have a dinner 

every day, or £2.30 per day and £11.50 per week. Many thanks, the schools finance team. 

_________ 

Head Lice and Long Hair 

Hopefully head lice will have disappeared with lockdown – fingers’ crossed! With that in mind, please can 

we ask you to tie back your child’s hair, both boys and girls, and keep those bugs at bay! 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

On Friday 19th March we would like to support Red Nose Day. 

You may wear something red to school that day and in exchange we ask that you 

donate £1 via School Gateway as a donation. 

Your red item could be as simple as a red nose or a pair red socks.  Due to current 

restrictions, we would ask that this is something that can be safely worn for PE if 

necessary and it is something that the children will be warm enough wearing. 

We hope to see a sea of red on the day. 

The Charities Team 

Consultations 

As we are only just returning to in-school learning next week, we felt it would be prudent to move the 

consultations to the last week of term. This will give the children more time to settle back into the routines 

of school and give the teacher more time to spend with the children, to get to know them again and see 

how they are getting on.  

Once again, consultations will take place over Zoom. The booking system will open soon. The main nights 

for the consultations are now Tuesday 30th March and Wednesday 31st March. Each class will have at least 

one night where the consultations go to 8pm to support working parents. You may also find, when you log 

in, that your child’s teacher is offering a few slots on Monday 29th March as well. We have made this 

decision to support teacher wellbeing, so that teachers can spread out their slots if they so wish. 

We will be sending out more information on times and how to book in due course. 

 

Just a reminder to register for the PTA Scavenger Hunt by 3pm on Saturday.  Taking place on 

Sunday.  Details below. 

If you wish to register for the PTA Scavenger Hunt please email Kate Bourne at 

katejroberts@gmail.com  

and a donation can be made here: Spring Scavenger Hunt | Localgiving.  £5 suggested donation 

per family if you feel able to. 

 

mailto:katejroberts@gmail.com
https://localgiving.org/appeal/claremontptascavenger/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walker Books has published a beautiful eBook to raise awareness for Save the 

Children’s “Save with Stories” campaign, which is helping children most affected 

by the coronavirus pandemic. They support the most vulnerable families in the 

UK and around the world by helping to provide early learning packs. It is pitched 

at a Key Stage Two level, but all children can appreciate the beautiful illustrations 

and may make their own stories to go with them. The PDF will be sent as a 

separate attachment subsequent to this newsletter as it is too large to be sent 

together.  

 

 

World Book Day! 

I hope you all had a wonderful World Book Day 

yesterday. We really enjoyed seeing some of the 

costumes you had chosen to wear. Thank you for 

making us smile! I hope you had a chance to read your 

favourite book yesterday too.  

 


